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city and the well-worn streets go steeply down to the sea.
The sole industry of the packed and jostling inhabitants is
that of reproduction and to this fundamental end all the
energy of the community is directed, just as is the energy of
every community for that matter.
On the bare hillsides of Deception Island a vast metro-
polis spreads itself out over the sides of a steep valley the end
of which, between towrering cliffs of black basalt, looks over a
narrow stretch of sea to Livingston Island standing like a
line of cloud along the horizon.
Deception Island, in the South Shetlands, is a slender ring
of mountains enclosing a harbour which, like an eye, gazes
upwards at the clouds driving across it from the neighbouring
Antarctic Continent. The island is a volcano which has
sunk, letting the sea into the crater. This now forms the
almost circular harbour and the ship enters through a narrow
gateway between beetling basalt cliffs known as Neptune's
Bellows. The volcano is not yet quite extinct so that inside
the harbour there is a sulphurous stench and steam rises up
continuously from the beach. In spite of the ice that during
the winter and early spring chokes the harbour the black
sand and the shallows of the sea's margin are steaming and
warm. Much of the land that rings the harbour round must
be warm also since snow cannot lie upon great patches of it
so that they are always barren, black and stricken, support-
ing no life.
The glory of Deception Island has departed nowadays.
In the boom years of the whaling industry, 1927-30, dozens
of whaling factory ships used to make fast to the shore in
Deception Harbour during the summer while their fleets of
catchers spread slaughter around the narrow, island-studded
seas outside which abounded in whales. There was also a
whaling station in the harbour and a minute hut containing
an office where a British official carried out the duties of
magistrate, whatever they may have been, to the community
of Norwegian whalers, the most southerly community in the